
these days approaching 
Pentecost for the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit in 
your life and in our parish. 

As you know, I’m in 
Lourdes this week with a 
small group from the par-
ish and a small group from 
St Margaret Ward, taking 
part in the Diocesan pil-
grimage. Please welcome 
Fr Christopher Cann, of 
the Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham, who 
celebrates the Masses this 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Today we hear in the Gos-
pel the commission which 
Jesus gave to his disciples, 
who were now to be his 
apostles, sent to make dis-
ciples of the nations. I pray 
that the power of the Holy 
Spirit may come to the 
people of our parishes, so 
that we may see disciples 
in our day. We live in a 
consumer  cu l tur e—
shopping and commerce 
shape the world around us. 
It even shapes how we 
relate to Jesus and the 
Church. Very often people 

say they don’t go to church 
because ‘it does nothing 
for me’ as though it only 
has merit if it gives us good 
feelings. It is easier to be a 
consumer of religion—and 
shopping around for the 
best deal—rather than true 
disciples of the Lord. The 
Church will only flourish 
in our day if we accept the 
call to be disciples—to 
subject the whole of our 
lives to the lordship of Je-
sus, our Master and Teach-
er. It is then that we will 
also become apostles, pre-
pared to overcome the 
barriers to bring the Gos-
pel to others.  

We have the opportunity 
to be invitational again 
with the two Alphas which 
are starting soon. Come 
along yourself and bring 
someone with you! And 
don’t forget to pray during 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 Bl Margaret Pole 

1782-1861 
Born Margaret Plantage-
net, the niece of Edward 
IV and Richard III, she 
married Sir Reginald Pole. 
They had five sons, includ-
ing Cardinal Pole, who was 
the last Catholic Archbish-
op of Canterbury. She was 
governess to Princess 
Mary, later Queen Mary I. 
She was exiled from the 

court for her opposition to 
Henry VIII’s marriage to 
Anne Boleyn, even though 
he called her the holiest 
woman in England. When 
her son, the Cardinal, de-
nied Henry’s Act of Su-
premacy over the Church, 
the King imprisoned Mar-
garet for two years before 
she was beheaded at the 
Tower of London at the 
age of 70, dying a martyr. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
No Confessions next week 
 

Saturday 27th   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast In Thanksgiving (HK) 

Sunday 28th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Vera Hill (SVP) 

THE ASCENSION OF   11.00am   Holy Mass  Terry Chappell 

THE LORD    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Monday 29th       

DEDICATION OF        

THE CHURCH       

Tuesday 30th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Easter Feria       

Wednesday 31st       

Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

      

Thursday 1st       

St Justin       

Friday 2nd       

Easter Feria       

First Friday       

Saturday 3rd 9.15am    Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (St Anthony) 

St Charles Lwanga and   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast Elizabeth McGuire 

Companions       

Sunday 4th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary & Roy Jervis 40th Wedding  

PENTECOST  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael John Fryer 

SUNDAY    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery, 
when you can see Fr Julian to 
enquire about baptism, marriage 
or consult on any other matter 
will be on Monday 5th June 
from 7pm to 8pm. There is no 
need to book an appointment, 
but please phone on the day to 
check the hour is on. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for: 

English Martyrs: John Orme 
St John’s: Kath Wakefield; Special In-
tention (TC); Bickerton Family. 
St Joseph’s: Holmes & Alford Families 
The lamps at all of our churches are availa-
ble to be dedicated for a week. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see Fr Julian  or, at St 
John’s, Tony Giannasi.  

Today we pray the Glo-
rious Mysteries before 
Mass. These mysteries 
recall what happened 
after the death of Jesus: 

1. The Resurrection; 2. The Ascension; 3. The 
Descent of the Holy Spirit; 4. The Assumption 
of Mary; 5. The Coronation of Mary. Please 
come and join in the prayer of the Rosary before 
Mass each Sunday of May, starting 20 minutes 
before Mass. 
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PASTORAL 

Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Alpha Leaders We need to have a 
leadership team for each of our new 
Alphas starting in June. There will be 
a meeting at St Joseph’s on Sunday 
4th June at 8pm for those who are 

RENOVATION 
Disciple Groups As a follow up to 
Alpha, we are starting three Disciple 
Groups which will meet fortnightly. 
One group will be meeting on 
Wednesday evenings 7.30pm to 
9pm; another group will meet on 
Friday evenings from 7.30pm to 
9pm; a further group will meet on 
Saturday mornings 9am to 10.30am. 
They will meet for Bible study, 
friendship and prayer. If you would 
like to join a Disciple Group please 
see Fr Julian and he will be able to 
direct you to one. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 

First Communion Parents The 
last evening for First Communion 
families is on Thursday 8th June at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy. All 
families (parents and First Commun-
ion children) should attend. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

willing to be part of the leadership 
and helpers group for the men’s Al-
pha. The meeting for leaders and 
helpers for the Alpha at Biddulph will 
be in the meeting room at English 
Martyrs’ on Friday 9th June at 7pm. 

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 
lay evangelist from the USA, is com-
ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 
Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. We 
will be having a coach from our par-
ish. Please ask in the parish office to 
reserve a  ticket. Save the date—
more details later. Cost per person 
for travel and admission is £19. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year. There will be a cake sale after 
Mass on 18th June. We are also plan-
ning a sponsored walk, and Chinese 
buffet meal for fundraising. We need 
to get a good idea of who is definitely 
going so please contact Fr Julian. The 
next planning meeting will be on 
Sunday 16th July at 5pm at St Jo-
seph’s. 

The Commission 2017 FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) are organising a Catholic 
leadership conference for young peo-
ple at St Mary’s University Twicken-
ham from Sunday 9th to Wednesday 
12th July.  Fr Julian is a guest for the 
event and will be travelling, so travel 
will be free of charge for parishion-
ers. See www.commission17.com 
and/or speak to Fr Julian for more 
details. 

At the Heart There is a plan for 
another ‘At the Heart’ event at Han-
ley for high school aged young people 
on Friday 14th July. Save the date! 

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please keep the date free! All help 
gladly received. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 31st May at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

Day Trip to Liverpool A day trip 
organised by Father Hudson’s Young 
at Heart is on Tuesday 27th June. 
The cost of the coach is £13 and will 
pick up from Meir, Hanley and 
Kidsgrove. To book a place please 
contact Matt ford on 07587 034299. 
Places are limited so please book ear-
ly. 

Pentecost Novena 
Prayer 

Renew Your wonders in this our 
day, as by a new Pentecost. Grant 
to Your Church that, being of one 
mind and steadfast in prayer with 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and 
following the lead of blessed Peter, 

it may advance the reign of our 
Divine Saviour, the reign of truth 
and justice, the reign of love and 

peace. Amen” 

Come, Holy Spirit, in your power 
and might to renew the face of the 

earth. 



Entrance Antiphon: Men of Galilee, why 
gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus 
whom you saw ascending into heaven will 
return as you saw him go, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: God goes up with shouts of 
joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Go, 
make disciples of all the nations; I am with 
you always; yes, to the end of time. 
[Alleluia.] 
Creed: Apostles’ Creed 
Preface & Eucharistic Prayer at choice of 
priest 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: [Saturday] Christ, 
offering a single sacrifice for sins, is seated 
for ever at God’s right hand, alleluia. 
[Sunday] Behold, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£336.25, Non Gift Aid £210.83. 
Total £547.08.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £200.00, Non 
Gift Aid £140.10. Total £340.10.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £193.00, Non 
Gift Aid £173.94. Total £366.94. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 28:16-20 

In today’s Gospel, the Great Commission, the disciples are told to ‘Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.’ Jesus gave his Church 
four tasks: Go, make, baptise, and teach. Looking at the Greek text, one 
of these four verbs is the grammatical core, and so also the theological 
core. Which do you think is the one of these four which is most im-
portant—the hinge of the others? To go, to make disciples, to baptise or 
to teach? The most important verb in the command of Jesus is to make 
disciples. This task is the very heart of the Great Commission, and it is 
around the making of disciples that all the other missionary aspects of the 
Church revolve: the going, the baptising and the teaching. Think about 
this: in recent centuries, the Catholic Church had the distinction of being 
a great missionary Church. We went. We have a rich didactic tradition 
and are famed for our schools and universities. We teach. We surely 
know how to baptise and celebrate the other sacraments, but our one pas-
toral weakness, the task we struggle with the most, is that which lies at 
the heart of the Commission to the Church: to make disciples. (Fr James 
Mallon) 

Biddulph Spring Fayre The final 
total for the fayre was £1225.50. 
Once again, thanks for all the support 
and work. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.104 B Bentley; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.5 M Aylward; 3rd Prize £5, No.1 
C Moss. This months draw: 1st Prize 

Smith on 232236 or email Les-
ley.smith@stoke.gov.uk  

Good Shepherd Mass The annual 
Good Shepherd Mass with represen-
tation from primary schools who 
support the work of Father Hudson’s 
will take place at Holy Trinity, New-
castle on Thursday 15th June. Time 
to be announced.  

Retrouvaille UK Retrouvaille are 
an organisation helping couples who 
live in the disappointment and pain of 
marriage problems. Their next pro-
gramme commences with a residen-
tial weekend on 9th-11th June in 
Birmingham. For more information  
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£75, No.33 M Lovatt; 2nd Prize £50, 
No.167 M Cook; 3rd Prize £25, 
No.92 D Hewitt. Quarterly and 
monthly subs are due next week. 

St John’s Raffle Tickets will be on 
sale this week with all money raised 
going towards parish funds. Please 
support by buying a ticket. 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus This annual 
afternoon pilgrimage will take place 
on Sunday 25th June at Maryvale 
House, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham 
at 3pm. There will be an Open Air 
Mass and Procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Blue Iris Launch Event The Stoke 
on Trent Area Network for Disability 
would like to invite you to the launch 
of a new project to combat the fight 
against loneliness in the city. The 
date is Tuesday 6th June in the Wind-
sor Room, Stoke Town Hall at 11am 
to 12.30pm. If you want to attend 
the launch please contact Lesley 

Lay Chaplain Vacancy at St 
Margaret ward 

The Directors of the Newman Catho-
lic Collegiate are seeking to appoint a 
Lay Chaplain for St Margaret Ward 
Catholic Academy to commence Sep-
tember 2017. The successful appli-
cant will be a committed and faithful 
Catholic lay person who is inspira-
tional in their vision and apostolic 
approach to working with young 
people. For an application and fur-
ther details contact Karen Wilson on 
01782 883004. Closing date for ap-
plications is Friday 9th June (noon) 
with interviews to be held on Thurs-
day 15th June. 

visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk. If 
you would like to speak to someone 
in confidence call 07887 296983 or 
0797 3380443. 


